
Why did Isidor Rabi, the winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Physics, become a scientist?

My mother made me a scientist without ever knowing it. Every 
other child would come back from school and be asked, “What 
did you learn today?” But my mother used to say, “Izzy, did you 
ask a good question today?” That made the difference. Asking 

good questions made me into a scientist.“ ”
Maharal of Prague, Be’er HaGolah, 2:9 

King David was referred to as “one who asks questions” and one who is a musician in 
the very same verst. Why? The Talmud says that asking good questions has similarities 
to music. How so? Just like music brings about a powerful emotion, questions as well 
can bring about powerful emotions. Kind David excelled at exactly this point: evoking 
powerful emotions. That is why the verse relates to him with both accolades.

שמות יב:כו-כז 

והיה כי יאמרו אליכם בניכם מה העבודה הזאת לכם, ואמרתם זבח פסח הוא לה׳ אשר פסח על בתי 
בני ישראל. 

Shemos 12:26-27 
When your children say to you, “What is this service to you?”, say to them, “It is a 
Passover offering to Hashem, Who passed over the houses as the Children in Israel 
were in Egypt”.

The holiday of Passover is the only holiday that is 
introduced in the Torah with people asking questions. 
There are many holidays in the Torah, but only one is 
described with the anticipated question of children, 
“Why is this night different from all other nights?”“ ”

Questions are the Key 
to Real Answers



Questions as a Central 
Aspect of Judaism

Judaism is a religion of questions. The greatest prophets asked questions 

of G-d. The Book of Job, the most searching of all explorations of human 

suffering, is a book of questions asked by man, to which G-d replies with a 

string of questions of His own. 

The scientist asks, the believer just believes, so the stereotype runs. 

What is the asking of questions if not itself a profound expression of 

faith in the intelligibility of the universe and the meaningfulness of 

human life?  To ask is to believe that- somewhere- there is an answer. The 

fact that throughout history people have devoted their lives to 

extending the frontiers of knowledge is a moving demonstration of the 

restlessness of the human spirit and its constant desire to transcend, to 

climb. Life is not chance. That, I suspect, is why Judaism encourages 

questions. 

On the phrase, “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness”, Rashi, the 11th century biblical commentator, says, “This 

means, with the power to understand and to discern”. Critical 

intelligence is the gift G-d gave humanity. To use it in the cause of human 

dignity and insight is one of the great ways of serving G-d. When faith 

suppresses questions, it dies.



Questions are Better than Answers 
 

Goal 
 
NCSYers will understand the value in asking questions, even when the answers may be difficult 
to find. 

 
Content 
 

I. If you have personal story about asking questions that helped you with your growth, 
share it. If not, you can find a story or skip to step 2. [3-4 min] 

II. Read the brief story on Isidor Rabi. Ask NCSYers their thoughts on this idea, that 
teaching children to ask questions is helpful. Carry on the conversation until many of the 
NCSYers opinions are heard. [5-10 min] 

III. Ask NCSYers why they think Judaism places emphasis on questions. [5-7 min] 

IV. Drop cards on the table. [Cards will have the 20 topics that will be taught tomorrow, but 
they will not know that they will be offered tomorrow.] Go around group and ask NCSYs 
to articulate their questions. DO NOT GIVE THEM ANSWERS! Validate their question. 
[10-15 min] 

V. What holiday do you know of that has questions at its very center? 

A. See sources on Pesach. 

B. The single holiday that defines us more than any other as a people, freed from 
slavery and led toward the receiving of the Torah and Mount Sinai, that is where 
we see questions. 

C. Questions are the brain’s way of pursuing information and answer. The process 
is key. When we are serious about our questions, the pursuit is the essence. 

D. EVERYONE has questions. Rabbis, Regional Advisors, etc. That is NORMAL. 

VI. See article by R’ Sacks. Have NCSYer read. Ask them to share their thoughts. 

VII. Close with the repetition of the goal. 


